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Seaſonable and Serious e 


QUERIES 


Upon the late 


AC againit Conventicles, 


ſending to diſcover 
How much it 1s againſt the expreſs Word of GOD 
the politive Law of the Nation, the Law & Light 
ot: Nature, and Principles of Prudence & Policy. 


And therefore adjudged by the Law of the Land 
.to be Void and Null. 7;z. 


Finch p.z. That no Ac of Parliament,oz Law repugnant to the Law 
of God, is of any fozce, 
28 4.8. That no man of what eſfate, degre, oz condition whatſoever 
hath power to diſpence with Gods Law, OI 
DoR. & Scud. That againft Scripture Law, P2eſcription, ®tatute 
noz Cyſtommay avail ; and if any be b;ought in againft it, - 
void, and againft Juſtice, VE AGREE. 
42 Ed.z- It is aſented and acco2ded, That the Gzeat Charter be hols 
den and kept in all points, and chat if any Statute be made to the 
contrary, 1t ſhall be held fo2 none, 
By a Friend to Truth and Peace. 
Mat.24.48, 49. Ang if that gil ſervant ſhall ſy in his be t. My Lord 
delayeth hu coming, and by begin to [mite hus fellow. ED 4 —_ 
eat and drink with the drunken, &c. OY 
ARs 9.5- Saml, Sant, why perſecuteſt thra me ? It i bard i 
againſt the pricks, ; we for the th tick 
Pal. 5.16, The wicked PP nared in De Wari , 
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Some Sober Queries upon the «ACT 


againſt CONVENTICLES, 


Azther npon a due and ſerious ſearch, this late Luw doth not 
app24r to contradict the three Great Lyivs, viz, The Lav 
| of God, the Law of the Nation, and the Law of Nature ; 


and is not contrary to the Rules of Prudence and Policy, 
and tending to promote ſome private and corrupt interelt ? 


Firſt, As to the Law of God : 


I. Whether in the particulars following, relating to Preachers and 

mn the Law of God is not manifeftly contiadit:d and ime 

ugned ? 

| I, Doth not Gods Law require all men that hear, learn, and keep it, 
having a Gift from Chrilt, of what Rank, Condition, or Quality ſoever, 
(high or low) ſhould be Teachers and Publiſhers of it ? Mat.5.19. 1Pet, 
4-10, 2Tim,4.2. And accordingly have we not had, of high degree, 
preaching Kings, Princes, Judges, and Levites, Pſal.40.9. Eccleſ.l.x, 
& 12,10. 2 Chron.17.7,8,9. And of loi degree , mechanick Carpen- 
rers, He:dſmen, Fiſhermen, Tentmakers, that have preached and pub. 
liſhzd his Word and Law? Mark 6.3, Am 1.1, Mark 1. 16, 17. 
Alts 18. 2. 

And doth not this Law forbid any, high or low, to preach and pub- 
liſh Gods Law, but ſuch as conform to the Traditions and Commands 
of men, viz. By Reading the Common-Prayer, Renouvcing the Co- 
venant, ſubmitting to humane Services, Ceremonies, and Inventions, 
Mark 7. 7,8,9. however otherways fitted by Chrifl, with never ſuch 
Miniſterial Gifts and Attainments ? 

2, Doth not Gods Law ſay, Tow may af propheſie (or preach, 1 Cor, 
14-1,2.) one by one? x Cor.14.31, 

And doth not this Law ſay, You ſhall not ſo prophefie, no not one? 

3- Doth not Gods Law pronounce wo'to his Preachers,if they preach 
pot the Goſpel? x Cor, 9, 16. 

And doth not this Law pronounce wo to them, if they do ? 
4. Doth not Gods Lav give pometes Rewards and Bleſkings to 
2 [4 


—” a -—_ = 
: : 


thoſe that texch it to others:> Mat.10.41. & 25.21. 8.19," F2-P Io” 
Ard doth not this Law threaten a 20/. & 401. Curſe, yea, utter 


ruine to thoſe that do ? 

5. Doth not Gods Law admit cf preaching in Houſes, Streets, and 
Fields, to great Multitudes, with promiſed mercies to the Owners ſ0 
receiving his People and Preachers? Atts 20,20, & 25,31, Lake 13, 
26. Mat.; 1. & 10.49,41 42. 

And qoth not this Law forbid ſuch preaching, with threatned ruine 
to Owners and Hearers, as well as Preachers ? 

6. Doth not Gods Laiv denounce curſing and wrath to the uttermoſt 
to thoſe that reje and forbid, and that miſ-uſe and abuſe his Preach- 
ers, and be2t their f:llow-ſervants? 1Theſ.2,16, Mat.24.48,49,50. 

And doth n>t this declare promiſed Blefſings and Rewards to thoſe 
that (hz11 be moſt 2Rive in purſuing and perſecuting the Preacher, and 
piolecuting and vexing the Heaters? 

7. Doth not Gods Law enjoyn men frequently and Redfaftly to af- 
ſemble together, and to maintain and keep up their Fellowſhips and 
Meetings? Heb.ic,25. & 3-13, Atls 2.42, Mal.3.14,16. 

And doth not this Law not onely forbid, but teat and break up ſuch 
Meetings and Afſemblics, lo:ding them with heavy MulQts and Penal- 
ties To'5zes Quoties, as often as they ſo meet ? 

8 Doth not Gods Liw admit of Popular Meetings, the aſſembling 
of great numbers to worſhip him, and attend his Orcinances, five thou 
ſand and eight thouſand at a time? Joh,6.10, AH.4.4. & 2.47, yea, 
the more the beter, without any limitation, or ſcandal of (edititon: 
in ſo coing, | 

Bu: doth not this Law ſimit thoſe that muſt ſo worſhip and hear the 
Word, to four perſons onely, befide the Family, unleſs they will be 1e- 
puted (editions, and dealt withaccordingly ? 

* ©. II. Whether if it appears that indeed'this New Law; and Word 
of Man, doth contradict the Old Law,and Word of God; the/Peopte cf 
Sod ought any more to regard it now; than the three Children and Da. 
niel did the Perfian Law in like Caſe ( Dan.3. 16,17. & 6,10.) in thoſe 
days ; or the Diſciples ( Atts 4.) did the Edidts, Threatnings, and Pro- 
hibitions of the Council then ? And whether, if God be God, be ought 
not to be followed and obeyed rather than man, though Goods be ſpoy- 
led, Eiberties ipfringed, 2nd Lives-hazarded in ſo doing ? | 
©. 11I, Whether in caſe the Maxims ot our-Engliſh Laws in-favour 
of the-Ward and Luw of God, be of force, this Law is not to be deem- 
ed void and nifl ?-Wihich'do affert for good Law, found Doftine, Rea- 
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Law of God, is of any force, Finch, p.3, And that no man, of what Eſtate, 
Degree, or Condition what ſotver, hath power to diſhence with Geds Lam, as 
all the Clergy of the Realm, and moſt of the Univerſittes 'of Chriſtendom, 
and we alſo «firm, 28 H. 8, And that againſt Scripture Law, Preſcriptiong 
Statute, nor Cuſtom may avail ; and if any by brought in againſt it, they 
be void, and againſt Juſtice, DoR. & Stud. 


Secondly, ASto the Law of the Land, 


T. Whether the ſaid AR is not expreſly contrary to the known, an- 
cient, fundamental Laws of this Nation, eſpecially that of Magna 
Charta; Which, as the great Bulwark of the Engliſh Liberty, has bzen 
confirmed by about forty Parliameats 

For doth not that Great Charter afſyre avd confirm, That no Free- 1 
man ſhall be taken, oytmp2tiſoned, o2 diſ-ſeiſed of hits Frec-hold, oz \F 
Libectics,02 free Cuſtoms, oz be outlawed, o2 eriled, o2 any otherwaps * ”t-) 'F 
veftroyed, 02 palſed upan, 02 condemned, but by the lawful.Judgment 2*2<<** | 
of his Pcers,02 *Law of the Land :: And+that Juſtice ſhall ncither be ol, JL | 


ſold, denied, 02 deferred # Englas\ | 
And doth not this A& i2.contradiction thereto, both ſciz upon meng,;24 Pab.: | 


Liberties and Eltates, Without apy ſuch legal Proceſs or Judge-;,% a. | 


ment? nedalſ. 
For is not-the Juſtice1Tpowered hereby, by foce; Civil or Mili. £3.ch 
tary, toſeiz, take, and keep in cuſtody the peaceable fiee People of. | 
the Nation (fdiſ-ſeizing them thereby of they Liberties) being Adyo. f Six | 
cate, Jay, and Witneſs, and (ole Judge both of Law and Fa, 26 well ep, 
as of the ability of the Offendet 7 And 1s he not authorized alſo, accor- impts | 
ding as be (in malice, favcur, or zft<ctiop) thall judge meet, to Con. or diffi 
vic, Sentence. and Execute, by making Ditirels and Sale of Goods, pf thel | 
how and upon whom he pleaſeth, Without returning any thing again_to _—_ ! 
the Owners, (which may be ane -hundred or twohundred pounds, for ng 4s 
ten or twen'y pounds) and therewith to reward the Informer, or who Part 
elfe he ſhall judge molt active, be it his Clerk, Sonne, ar Himſelf 2 
(And is not this ſeizing * Fiee-hold roo, With a witneſs?) And all with- LU ; 
out-any legal Judgement and Proceſs? And is not the btibing the In- 5s Goo 
former (that principal Truſtee in the AR) or Juſtice himſelf, with ſo Chatreff 
areat a Reward, 2 ſetting Juſtice toſale with a vengeance ? Andwwhar 7 as: 
can more violate that fundamental Lave,.both as to Perſon and. Eſtate > & 70k 
Notwithſtanding, by the 42 of Ed-3, this Great Charter is: commandede. 29, pl 
BEE to | 
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null and void : Polton 182, The words of the Statute are theſe : 


At the Parliament of our Lo2d the King at Weſtminſter, the firſt dap 
of Pay, the 4? year of his-Reign, Jr is aſſerted and recozded, Zhat 
the Gzeat CYARTCR, and the Charter 'of the Fozreft be holden any 
kept in all Points ; and if any DTATUTE be mave to the contrary, 
it ſhall be holden fo; none, 

Il. Whether it is not dangerous by the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
Nation, for any © 4nfringe and violate this Great Charter, under 
colour or pretence of any Law or Statute whatſoever > Witneſs that 
famous Example, and eminent Ioftince in 1'H.8, in the Impeachment 
and Execution of the two JuRices of the Peace, viz. Sir Richard Emp. 
ſon Knight, and Edmond Dudley Eſq; for their putting -in execution 
the Statute made 11 H, 7. ſo contrary to Magna Charta, concernine 
which for better Information take my Lord Cooks own words in his Infir 
L129, fas. Viz. 

&« Againſt this Antient aud Fundamental Law, and in the face thereof, 
ef (hxving recited that Clauſe of Magna Charta before mentioned) [ find 
<< ({aith he) a» A-t of Parliament made, That as well Juſtices of Aſjize, as 
© Fuſtices of Peace, (without any finding or Preſentment by the Verdi 
EX twelve min) upIn 4 bare Information for the King before them made, 
*&* ſhould have full Power and Authority by thatr Diſcretions to bear and de- 
'© rermine all Offences and Con'emp!s committed or done by any perſon or per. 
<< ſons againſt the Form, Ordinance and eff etl of any Statute made and not 
&« repealed, By colour of which Att, ſhaking this Fundamental Law, it # 
A6 not credible what horrible Oppreſſions and Exallions, to the undoing of in. 
« finite numbers of people, were committed by Sir Richard Empſon K nght, 
«© 4»d Edmond Dudley Eſq; being Juſtices of the Peace throughout Eno. 
« {ayd : And upon thu Uniuſt and Injurious At (as commonl! J 3n like Caf, ' 
ce it falleth out) a new Office was created, and they made (Maſters of the 
ct Kings Forfeunres, 

« But-at a Parliament holden in the 1 H, 8, this Aft of 11 H. 7, 145. 
c ted, and made void, and repealed ; and the reaſon thereof is yeilded, For 
« that by force of the [aid Ait, it was manifeſtly known that many ſiniſter 
&« yd crafty fergned ant forged Informations bad been pur ſmed againſt di. 
« wers of the Kings Subjetts, to their great damage, and wrongful vexa- 
« tion, And the ſucceſs hereof, and the fearful ends of theſe two Oppreſ- 
© ſors, ſhould deter others from committing the like ; and ſhould admonih 
« Parliaments, that inſtead of this ordinary and precious Tryal per Legem 
£* Tetrz, -the known ancient Laws, they bring not tn abſolute and partial 
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** executed the beginning of H.8, Speed Chr. 983, 

Not to mention the impeachment and dethroning the two Kings, 
Edward the ſecond, and Richard the ſecond, for having perverted the 
due courſe of Law, Juſtice and Right ; and thar' they deſtroyed men 
by Informations, and without Legil Examination and Fryals 3 and 
that they had declared that the Laws of the Kingdom were in their own 
Breits: As in their Articles of Impeachment does more at large ap- 

ear, 

d Nor the Impeachment of the Lord Chief Juflice Try/illian, and his 
Brother Judges, Fulthorp, Belknap, Carey, Hott, Eurge, and Lofton, and 
others of the then Privy Council, and then Lord Mayor of London, who 
had ſet their hands to Judgements in ſubvertipg the Laws of the Land, 
and advancing the Kings Will and Commands above the known Laws 
of the Kingdom : For which the Lord Chiet Juſtice and others of them 
were hanged at Tybourn, The Impeachment alſo of Judge Thorp, Ed.3: 
and Cardinal Woolſey, H.8. for adviſing ihe King to ſubvent the Laws, 

Not forgetting the late worthy Act of Chief Jultice Keeling, in impri- 

ſoning and fining the Zonden-Jullices, for aRing againſt the known : 


Laws. 
Qs: 11T. 

Whether it doth not concern all perfons- called to be a&ive- 
herein, whether Ofhicers Civil, Military, or others, tobe well adviſed 
what they do, left infiead of promoting the Peace and Welfare of- the: 
Nation, (the great end of all wholſome Laws) they not onely infringe 
the juſt Lib2rties thereof, 1nfhave themſelvesand Poſterities, but ren. 


r them(ctves liable to ſuch infamy,miſery and miſchief that the miſ- 
| Wo beforementioned have dope. . And whether” it will not be 8 


290d plea for any that May be vexed, perſecuted or proſecuted bereup». 
on, why they conform nor thereto, either by anſwering enſvaring que= 
ftions to accule themlelves about Meetings, telling of - Names, or - 
phces of abode, or paym-nt of Moneys,- that it i8-albagain&tMagee / 
Charta and the known Laws of the Land, which declare, that noman- 
ſhall be pat to anfwer without P2efentment, oz matter of Rico2d, - 
oz by due P2ocels, and D2iginal Writ, acco2ding to Law z as by ſe= 
veral Statutes, vis. 5.Ed.3. 9.&-25 Ed. 3.4. 28 Edo. 3, 27 Ed,3. 
18. 42 E4.3.33. Petit. of Right, 3Car-1.1, 17 Car, 1, 14, : 
&, IV. 


Whether the pretended Salvo, .| That: yow way, & 5ou find your 
ſelf aggrieved bereby, .makg your Appeal, and taks your Tryal by a Jury] 
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-mey acquit this Law from infringing and violating Magna Charts and 
the known Laws of the Land : Becauſe, firlt, is not the Law violated, 
byſeizing and taking both Perſon and Eliate without any ſuch Proceſs 
and Judgement? And ſecondly, that the Appeal mult not lie in any 
other Court, but only before the Parties themlelves complained of to 
do the wrong; who ſeem hereby to be made ſole Judges in their 
own Caſes ; the Juties being to be empannelled by themſelves, the 
Sheriffs being Parties with them; contrary to exprets Law, fcrbid. 
ding any to be Judge in his own Caſe. S H.G, fol,21, E!, Ditr 220, 
and Doctor Boyham's Caſe, 8 part Cooks Reports. 


Thirdly, As to the Law-of Nature. 


]. Whether the {aid Law is not alſo contrary to the Law of Nature, 
viz, That Great Magna Charta laid down by our Saviour, Mat.z.12, 
H#hatever ye would that men ſhould do unto you do ye even the ſame unto them: 
for this is the Law and the Prophets ? 

For if the chiefeſt of the Perſecutors, and who had che greateſt hand 
in making this AR, were ſolemnly appealed to, Whether they, deing 
men of Conſcience, would think it equal either by Papiſts or Phana- 
riques, to be ſo dealt withil? iz. lo their folema Worſhip to be (0 
hated and difturbed by a Tumult and Rabble; to be tore and haled 
from their places and Aſſemblies, and impriſoned by Qiticers and arm- 
<d men ; tohe pulled from their Miniſters, and their Miniſters from 
them, and (0 ſeverely and ruinoufly fined from time to time for the 
ſame ; and that nothing muſt ſatisfie but coming to Maſs, or to be dipr 
and joyn'd to Anabapriſtical Meetings, though againlt Conſcience ; 
and all this for no other Crime but peaceadle- Meeting and Worſhip- 
ping God according/to Conſcience ? Will any of them aſſert and give 
it under their hands, they judge all chis but fair, juſt and equal dealing, 
and that they would be content to be dealt juſt ſo with, as they deal 
with others? Or farther, If their Pariſh Courches were burat by the 
Papiſts, and yet be ined, buffeted, and” rendred ſeditious, and dealt 
with accordingly, for not coming at them, or meeting to worſhip in 
Houſes or elſewhere 1n the interim ; would it be judged fair and equal ? 
Or not rather much at that rate as Pharach dealt with the [ſraclites, 
zvhen he required them to make Brick without Stray, and beat them too 
if they brought not the full.tale ? 

AI. Whether 
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Qs, 1. 

Whether upon the ſame ground the Common: Prayer-Book- Wor. 
ſhip is to be impoſed and ſubmitted to, to day, viz. b:cauſe a Law is 
got forit;- the Miſg, upon the like Argument, is to be conformed to, 
ro morrow ; the Tutkiſh Alcotan the next day, and the Jewiſh 
Talmud che next ? 

Qs. III, 
Whether it is not unnatural for Proteſtants, pretending to own cone 


_ Head, the Lord J:ſus ; and one Lawof his, the holy Scripture, which 


alſo is to interpret it ſelf ; agreeing alſo in the Do&rinal part of their 
Religion, as by th: Thrrty Nine Articles appear ; ſhould for Differen- 
ces in the Ceremonial part, thus rent, tear, and devour each other ; 
whilſt Turks, Papilts, and othe: Religions, can live peaceably, and'beax 
with each other under greater differences? And whether they that 
bire and devour erch other, ſho11d not take heed left they be devoured 
one of another, Gal.5, 15, . And that what meaſure they mete tb 
others, the ſame be not meaſured to themſelves alſo> Mat. 7,2. 
Qs, IV. 
Whether fince by this AR Proteſtants onely are enjoyned, hired, 


and frighted thus to vex, diſturb, proſecute, and ruine one another, for 


worſhipping God in their way ; and the Papiſts hereby in the mean 
time left to enjoy their Idolatrous Maſs in pzace and quiet, without 
the leaſt diſturbance, and that as often as they pleaſe, and in as gre 
numbers as they think good : Tends'not too much to confirm the fears 
of many,tiat that curſed Intereſt (that ſo lately murder'd ſo many hun» 
dred thouſands in our Neighhour Countreys, and (as ſuppoſed) burnt 
the City) may be getting into the Saddle again, which they do & have 
ſo long gap'd for ; and hereby notonely teach them afreſh to deal with 
PF coteſtants, but to jultifie all their bloody Cruelties of old, that upon 
the account of Conſcience they have exerciſed towards them ? There. 
fore doth it'not well bzcome every conſiderate Proteftant to ponder 
well what he is doing,whillt he is _ down ths Bough he Rtands on? 
MH, 

Whether in point of Appeal, to make Parties themſelves Judges in 
their own Caſe, 18 a uſual thing ? Or that the Law-makers themſelves 
uſe to practiſe it in their own Concerns? Or how well comporting 
with this Golden Rule aforeſaid, To do to others 44 we would they ſhould 
do to ws ? 

. Qs. VI. F 
Whether in all theſe reſpeRs, -rhis Law-ought not to be eſteemed 
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Null and Void; and altogether diſregarded, a8-if there was no ſuchy 


thing in the Nation. | 
Fourthly, As to-the Rules of Prudence and Policy, 


Qs. I. 

Whether it is not greatly imprudent to riſe up againſt (0 conſiders. 
ble a part of the Nation as che Phanatique Iotereſt certainly is ; who 
for Sobriety, Counſel, and Conduct, have (o great a Witneſs in the 
hearts of their greateſt Enemies ? And for the Trading part, whether 
Forreign or Domzitick, (which che imple Commonwealths that flouriſh 
in the World judge ſo-much the Iaterelt and Hononr of Piince and 
People)they bave not ſo conſiderable x (way 1D every bodies eye, which 
if doubted (by ihe violent proſecution of the AR) too ſudden (and ir 
may bz tov derr-hought) Experience (notwithſtanding Mr, Parker's 
Politicks) may evipce? And for their quiet and peaceable demeanor, 
and that as well under great ſufferings and provocations, ag nnder pro. 


t, the hable + opportunities; not oaly to have given diſturbance, but to have 
ajt- 


freed themſelves -from Periecution, May not ten years Experience 
give the undeniable demqnRration.,? And will any wile State judge it 
according to the principles of Wildom aud Policy, by threatned rwine 
and deſtruction £2 irate ſach &Peop'e, ' baving beretofore alſo taſted 
the ill conſequence of (uch like provocations 2. Solomon {aith, Oppreſ. 
Joon makgs a wiſe man mad ; and the French have a Proverb, Ne Reville 
$4 chat qui dort ; Do not kandle "o fire that mas near quench'd,., _. .... 
«, +I]. 

Whether the ſame Argument that 1s uſed againſt Popular great 
Meetings - (and upon which the; AQ ſeems to be grounded, . viz. That 
they tend to contrive Sedition and'Rebellion ) 18 not upon Piincip!es 
of Reaſon and Expertence found to be quite contrary ? - For what of 
Sedition and Rebellion is like.to be contrived in a Publick Meeting, 
where the . Doors are -open, andall ſorts. of People come.; , and over 
which the Magi(trate may have ſuch InÞ:&ion, and whereof he muſt 
rationaily-bave fuch ſpeedy knowledge? And are there not Laws and 
Executioners of all-ſorts, both Civil and Military, ſufficiently to puns 
iſb-20d chetizeche ſame; whenever made good againſt any > Whereas 
if. great Meetings through Perſecution be diſperſed, then a Meeting of 
a thouſand being driven into twenty or thirty parts, and conkrained 
thereby to meet in private, what Opportunities may there be then, 


where av inſpection can beihad, .to.conſultand plot 2: 1 |» 7 
Be i 
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Whether it is not aguinſt all Rules of Prudence and Policy, to exer- 
ciſe ſuch ſeverity upon 'our ſelves, that muſt neceſ):rily wound ,and 
yr2aken, if nor deſtroy the Trade of the Nation ? C:nnot the Bank» 
ers, Clothiers, Silk-men, Bailders, Farmers, cc. tell you what a ſad 
influence rhe rumour of thts Act-hath already had ?* What then will the 
Execution of it Pp oJduce? It may be when you ſee the Shops (hut up, 
the great Traders, andthe 1N2enious Heads and Hands removed with 
their Stocks to your Neighbour Countreys, (profferirs them aſreedy 
the libzrry cf their Conſciences) the many thouſand 11ned Conforme 
able Families (depending upon the Nonconfermifis) at your Dc ors for 
Bread, and confuſion 1n your Streets, and a Foreigner (invited by yaus 
difiractions) in your Gate, yeu-may db: better convinced, and find it 
may be, waen it 1s tco late, the aireful Conſequences of ſuch evil 
Ccunſels and precipitate Acting: ? ; 
Qa. IV. 

Whether it doth not beſpeak much 1mprudence to be m2king freſh 
attempts in fruitleſs Uncertakings, that neither have had, nor rational- 
ly may have a tendzncy to accemplith promiſed ends > Phznatiques 
mult be perſecuted, vexr, tined, readred Seftatier, Sediticus. Rebeili- 
ous, and threatned with utter wine ; and wherefore ? View To diſcous 
tate, Veaken, Civide, to deliver them from their Herefies, and re- 
duce them to Canonical Obedience': But is this a rational Fay to ef- 
feQ it > No; by no means ; for has. not Experience (that Mitttiſs of. 
Fools) taught us the quite contrary? For notto mention what happea- 
ed in other Nations and former Generations; Let it bt be remem+ 
bred, Whether the Biſhops cruel Courts, Impotitions, Suſpenſions, the 
high Commiſhons, Pillories, Impriſonmerrs, Finings, Banichments, 
&c. Backing the Common- Prayer with Armies Convieced, weakned, 
divided, detiroyed the Puritanical FaRion, and rooted, confirmeg, and 
advanced Epiſcopacy, -a1d preſerved the publick Peace and Safety in 
thoſe days ? And whether the ſeveral attempts the ten years Jaſt paſty 
(no whit inferigs to former timesYhave bad, or are like to have any bet- 
rer ſucceſs than theirs ? Or nor much like "Pharaoh's of old, who the 
better to reduce his Phanatique SubjeRs from their gadding giddy hu« 
mours about Worſhip, ſets cruel Task-Makers over them, to bumble 
and chaſtizd them ; But to Vhar'efteCt, the Text infornis us, E:xod-L.11, 
That the more they were aff! tad, the more they multiplied and grew, And 
ſo may ir nor-'be ſaid, Thats for one: Phenatick ten years ſince, dy,the 
Vciiue of Perſecution and Impettion, o_ 1s DOW ten, if not twenty; 
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to perſecute and oppreſs it. For what ſo riveted Proteſtantiſm, and 
rooted out Popery in theſe Nations, but ſuch crue] Mediums the Pa. 
pilts took to eftabliſh themlelves, and deltroy the Nonconforming 
Phanaticks of the day , even to the rendring that Intereſt an Abo. 
nation, Stink, and Loathing to this day? And are others like to fare 
better, walking in their eps? But would it not be a better way to 
appoint ſome learned ſober men to deal with theſe men of Conſcience 
in a conſcientious way, and ſpzedily apply to aniwer thoſe learned 
unanſivered Treatiſes about Indulgence and Liberty of Conſcience ; 
that ſo by ſound Do&trine, and the force of Reaſon, they may op the 
mouths of gain-(ayers, and reduce them to obedience ; as the mere 
hopeful way to eftectir, — Fines and Impriſonments ? 
H. . 

Whether it had not been more prudential, and better becoming the 
Wiſdom and Gravity of the State, and the true Ordinance of Magi. 
ſtracy, that bears not the Sword in vain, to have mace ſome vigorous 


AR to have inforc'd that firſt wholſome Proclamation to ſuppreſs: 


Health- Drinking, ſwiniſh-Drunkenneſs, prophane Swearing, and abo- 
minable Whoredoms, that ſo fearfully abound, and are wink'd at, tole- 
nted, +nd encouraged in the Land ; and to (uppreſs Stage- Plays, thoſe 
Nurſeries of all manner of Vice and Wickedne(s, ſo numberleſs, and 
to which there are (ucn great aſſembling and flocking of all ſoits> A 
good Ruler ſtatters wickedneſi with bus Eyes, Piov.20.8,26, Draws the 
Sword a22in{t the evil, not the well-doer, Rgm.13.4,5, And whether 
2 due enquiry into the illegal f Pluralities, Non-Refidents, and Simo- 
nifts, the ſordid Ignorance, Pride, Sloth, Debauchery and Covetouſ- 
neſs of the Clergy, (as one great ground Why their Publick Afſemblies 
, are ſo quitted, and rhe Conventicles ſo numerouſly frequented) which 
foreſaid Crimes in the Clergy, the Overſeers of the Church (the Bi- 
ſhops) ſo wink at, and tolerate ; might not have been a more ſucceſs- 
ful Remedy ? = 

i, + 


Whether for a Parent that oChitdten of different Judgmente, yet 
(by bis fatherly Eye) keeps peace in the Family ; for him to joyn with 
the moſt ambitious and malicious, toforce and club thexeſt of them in- 
to a Unity and Conformity, to the diſturbing the quiet of the Family, 
and the hazarding his own perpetual peace and comfort, can be without 
great imprudence, if not Solormen's juſt cenſure ? Prov.14-1. & 11.29, 
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+ VIiis 
Whether there can be greater imprudence than to flight or diſrecard 

the Voice of Gods Judgments, by perſiſting in ways that have met with 
ofcen and eminent Rebukes from him ? And whether it is not an unde. 
niable great Truth, Thar upon all the great Perſecutions that have of 
late years ben Ritred up in theſe Nations,they have not been met with 
either by War, Plague, Fire, Invaſion, Inſurre&ion, Poverty, or Diſ- 
content? And whether upon relaxing the ſame by Indulgence, oreater 
Peace, Qyier, and Bleſſing hath nor vilthly attended ? And was there 
ever any that hardned themſelves againſt God, and proſpered ? Jeb 9, 4s 
Prov.29.1., Iſa.45.10, And wattherit is not for 0:1 better inttrudtion, 
that thoſe Nations are moſt proſperous; and under greate(t Blefling, 
that give Liberty of Conſcience; and thoſe Kingdoms molt declining, 

that abound in Perſecution? Witne(s that of Spar, now ſo low, that 

they can neither defend themſelves, nor ſuccour their Allies, 

Qs. VII!. 

Whether it is not expreſly againit the Kings printed Declarations + 
and Promiſes for Indulgence, as Well as his private frequent Confe- 
rences ; wherein he hath ſo freely and fully expreſſed how a:uh it is a« 
oreeable to his Conſcience, Reaſon, and Reſolution, to indulge Ten. 
der Conſciences ; as molt conducing to the peace 2nd quiet of theſe 
Nations, and ſuitable to the Rules of Honeſty and Prudence > And 
therefore whether it muſt not b>rationally concluded, «That Hc is as 
well impoſed upon hereby, and his Honour impaired, as the Laws bro 
ken, and the Peoples Ruine threatned ? 


Fifthly, As for advancing ſome private corrupt Intereſt hereby, 


#. I. 

Whether it is not manifeſt that this -Law was meetly contrived 
and brought forth to ſerve ſome private conupt Intereſt, and not for 
publick good and advantage ? 

1, Becauſe it is in it (elf ſo oppoſite tothe Laws of God and Man, 
as well as to the Publick Promiſes and Declarations. 

2. By its undue forming and bringing forth, carried on by ſuch a 
heady violent Fa&tion, by ftrength of Vore, again all the force of Un. 
anſwered Reaſon, given them both within doors, and without ; the 
Votes of the Houſe (us obſerved therein) going one Way, and the Rea- 
ſon of the Houſe another : Highly beſpeaking 1nfluence and deſign. 

3». Becauſe it intruſts none but thoſe that are eſteemed the _ 
perſons 


| being at their mercy. 
4. From the nndue Methods to inforce it : Whereas 200d Laws need 
no oth*r incitation to their execution, but their own moral Equity and 
Righteouſneſs ; But this, contrary to all other Mediums, (knowing 
bow much it would be againſt the hair, grain, and intereſt of the Na- 
tion) doth hire, fitght and force all ſorts to 1:8 execution, 

5. From the miſchievouſne(s of it, bring calculated dire&ly to (et all 
at variance, and every mans hand againit his Nzighbour, Fiiend, and 
Relaucn, 

2a. II, 

Whether it is not obvious toevery eye, that this monſtrous AR was 
not eminently contrived, driven on, and [pitited by the Biſhops and 
their corrupt interelt ? 

x. Becauſe of their former old-Rage, Envy, and Malice, teſtified 
hercin 3 wao will neither enter wro the Kingdom of Heaven themſelves, 
wor ſuffer thoſe that would to enter Is ; like theu Fathers ot old, Mat.23.13. 

2. Becauſe it is no other than the prattical improvement of the miſ. 
elievous Doctrine they have fo plentifully given us by thei: prophane 
atheifiical Chaplains, Parker and his fellows, 

3. From their indefatigable induſtry (21! other Laws and means (ail. 
ing to accomplith their miictievous purpoſes) by hook or crook himly 
ty engage a Party in the Houſe to their Devotion herein : Witneſs (as 
faid) the 399 Lettersin the Interval to the Members, the high Careſſes 
and Treats to the Blades, and. the-large Bribes to the Gentlemen of 
the long Rode, their violent and paſſionate Concern in their own 
perſons ; thongh (as mult be owned) with the worthy diflent of ſome 
of Toemſelves in the Houſe. 

4. F:om their unwearied Activities to promote the violent proſecu- 
tion thereof, both in City and Country : Witneſs that late incitino 
and provoking Sermon upon this occaſion, by one of Themſelves, from 
Ezra7.26, And whoſoever will zot dy the Law of Gad, and the Law of the 
King, !tt judgement be executed (þetdily upon him,whether it be anto death, 
or to bami|h ment, or to confiſcation of goods, or to impriſonment : Excellent 
ly urged and applicd, as they uſe to apply Texts! This being a Law of 
the King agreeable tothe Word and Law of God, for the good of hig 

People, and building of his Houſe ; And theirs a Law of the Kiog in 
exoreſs contradiction to the Law of God, (as before) to the defuRion 
of his Houſe, and ruine of his People. 
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4. III. 

Whether if ſo, the Prelatical Intereſt has not throughly diſcovered 
it ſelf tothe Nation and all men, That thus meerly co (arisfie and main- 
tain their Luſt, Sloth, Avarice, Pomp and Prive, can be content at 
once (with their Fathers f, nay worſe) to ſacrifice the Laws of (0d, | 
Nature and Nations, and hazard the publick Peace and Safety > And F Why 
whether it may not comfortably be hoped their folly is hereby ſo plainly tl : 
made manifelt, that they ſhall be able to proceed-no further ? Ag bellur! 
2Tim.3.8,9. Job 5.12,13, Pſal.9.16. copale | 

Qu. IV. 

Whether to put all out of doubt, it might not conduce much to the 
Honour of the King, Safety, Satisfaction, and Security of the People, 
and the Juſtice of the Law, That ſuch evil Counſellors, whether in 
Parliament or Council, ſhould be diſcovered, (xs the late Chancellour 
Ws, for his trayterous miſchievous Advice in Council, againſt the fun« 
damental Liws of the Land, and Safety of the People) that ſhould this 
dare, againſt the Laws of God, Nature, and Natioos, ſo much againſt 
the Kings Honour, the Intereſt, Peace, Safety, and Good of the Peo- 
ple, lo contrary to all Rules of Prudence, Policy, and Ingenuity, ſo 
much conducing to introduce Popery and alt Confuſion ; That they 
may be efteemed the Empſor's and Dudley's of the Day, the Incendia. 
ries and Fire-brands of the Age : And that all thoſe good Patriots that 
have witneſſed and entred their Protefis again this curſed Law, might 
bz alſo knowp, and reſpected accordingly, 

Qs, V. 

Wherher the malicious Perſecutors, perbſting in their Rage and 
Madneſs, may expect to fate better than their Brother Peiſecutors of 
old, in the like ſpirit, bave donz2? Exod, 15.9,10. Ef, 7,9,10. Days, 
24, To the fulfilling PERILS Rev.18.6,7,8, Iſa.10.24,25, 

s, 


In 


Whether (in duz conſideration hereof ) apy but men of debau- 
ched Principles, Conſciences, and Lives, void 6f the fear of God and 
his Laws, and reverence to men and theirs, and waolly regurdleſs of cj. 
ther Bodies, Souls, Eftates, and Poſterities for future, will venture to 
do this drudgery for the Biſhops, (or D=vil rather) in betraying and (6 
violently and injuriouſly oppreſling tiei: Neſghbours ; nay; fo frot- 
hardy to be thereby engaging 2gainlt God and Chrilt himſelf, {o much 
concerned herein ? As Pſal.83.5. my wi 

H. 


Whether-the good People of the Nation ought not (haviog the Com- 


"mand and Auttofity of the King of Kings) to go on in their expreſs 


«Bury, 40. keeping up his Commands in ther reſp:&ive Meetings and 


Aſſemblings to Worſhip him, though ſo expreſly agaiclt the Law and 
Command of the King, as they did, Dan.z, 16,17,18. & 6. ro, A; 
| 417418, 19,20, & 5.28,29. And ia caſe any ſuffer upon this account, 
whether chey can ſuffzr in abztter Cauſe, than thus to aflert the Intereſt , 
Word, and Waysof Chriſt, their jult Liberties, both Natural, Civij, 
and Chriſtian, againſt ſuch —_ and unreaſonable oppoſition of all > 
And whether Chriſt is not ablgartiafioRemake up, reward, and 
recompence any hazard, lo Zo \k OTH, aVJo redound upon his 
account, and-his Goſpel (719, 29, BeDay, \ 
2, 10. — I * 
nes [CO&LvBS:TRIN: 
Whether it doth not &ncely the whole Phax ich aty,in conkde- 
ration of all this unnaturthangytreeſont? EY &And Sevelity,to lay 
to heart, and conſider, That $8 CpEperſecuted from men 
for their vertue, they baving no evilting juitly to lay to their charge, 
as Pſal-35.19,20, & 5943+ & 694. Fohn 10.32. though put into Bears 
Skins, and great mattets alledged againſt them, as Ezrg 4.15, ER.3.8 
Mat.10.25. At.17.6,7,8. .yet as coming fiom God, which is to be 
eyed, Fob 5.6. 1ſa.42-24. and as not-being withcut cauſe, Ezek. 14,23. 
Therefore to be humbled under his mighty hand, 1 Per.5.6,-to ſearch 
out the provocation,' Lam. 3:4041- Joſh.7.12 13. Stone the eAchay, 
Foſh.7.25, Cryirg mightily to the Lord, as /ſracl. did under the like 
affl ion, Exed.2.23- And it may be God may ſee the Affliction, and 
hear the Cry, and Deliver: Ar Exod. 3.7,8, Joel 2.12,13,14, 
I 


» & 11,25,26, 


} 


Whether ic. doth nor manifeftly appear, that this unnatural ſeveriry tends ej- 

. ther to deter from known dury: ( in atrending the Worſhip of God accord m2 to 
this Word) Or from che Extremity, to piovoke ro Sedition, Tumulr or Rebdllion. 
»ancceſlirating rhereby a falling either into the hands of God or Man : Therefore 
.wherher all concerned therein ate not obliged ro put forth utmoſt dil fence and 
[cucumſpeRion, as ro anſwer a good Corſcience in cleaving unto the Lord and 
his Laws, giving a Teſlimony r0 this evil Generarion that rhey are-Pyrſe as well 
"as Priſon proof, hav ing better learned & teceived Chriſt = ro ict or part wich 
him upon ſuch mean reazms : S0'0N the other hand, tobe keeping on 11 that 
-meekne(s and patience of Chriſt that they have been led and pioſpered jn,as the 
ppioved promiſed way of oyer coming Rev in o.& 12-11. Wheiby mayrhey n6e 
ſtill comforrably expeR, in ſpite of Hell and the gares thereof, the Goſpel's pts- 
gre(s, in fimiers converfion and Saints confirmation,the cltatlifſhment of Chrift's, 
.and downtal of Aptichriſts Kingdom, (and therebythecurting off occalian trom 
them thar ſeek it, to the ſhame and contulion of their faces) and rheu” owii ever. 
lang peace: acd cotnfort + 
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